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A spectacular highway, which winds its way through towering
mountains, climbing to above 2300m at the Krestovy pass. Heading
north from Tbilisi one first reaches the medieval fortress of Ananauri,
overlooking the Aragvi river and valley. Nearing the Russian border,
one comes to the town of Kazbegi, overlooked by the monumental
Mount Kazbegi (5033m), the highest peak in the Georgian Caucasus.
The last point is the Daryal Gorge, where the road runs some
kilometres on a narrow shelf beneath granite cliffs 1500m high.
Daryal was historically important as the only available passage across
the Caucasus and has been long fortified at least since 150 BC. Ruins
of an ancient fortress are still visible.
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The origin of the name of the Gorge in Dar-e Alan meaning Gate of
the Alans in Persian. The Gorge, alternatively known as the Iberian
Gates or the Caucasian Gates, is mentioned in the Georgian annals
under the names of Ralani, Dargani, Darialani.” In other words, the
name Daryal has preserved the historical fact of some form of a
barrier constructed from metal that once existed in that Gorge.
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It seems that they (i.e. Gog and Magog) represent none too badly the
present state of world politics. World politics, like the history of Gog
and Magog, are very confused and much disputed. Still, I think there
is room for both of them. On the one side is Gog, and on the other is
Magog. But be careful, my Lord Mayor, when you put them back, to
keep them from colliding with each other; for if that happens, both
Gog and Magog would be smashed to pieces and we should all have
to begin all over again and begin from the bottom of the pit.
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