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Kahan-al-Azam Khan Jahan or Ulugh Khan Jahan is a legendary
name in the history of Bangladesh. A person of obscure parentage,
he was probably a representative of Gaur, the Seat of the
Government of Bengal during the independent Sultanate. He is
reputed to be the son of Alaul Huq and the brother of Nur-Qutub-
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ul-Alam, the saint. His real name is Azam Kha. His presence in
Bagerhat coincides with the rule of Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah
(1442-1459 A.D) of Gaur. The date of the demise of Khan Jahan
is 24th, October 1459 A.D. He was married but had no offspring.
He was born on Bangladeshi soil but his ancestry is either Turkish
or Arab.

He is said to have been the commander-in-cheif of the armed forces
deployed in the coastal area of Bangladesh. The Sultan of Bengal
at that time had continuous warfare and confrontation with the
Hindu kings of Orisssa. King Kapilendra Deva (1434-1470 A.D)
of the Surya dynasty of Orissa was the contemporary of Sultan
Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah of Gaur. Naval warfare was prevalent at
that time in Bengal.

The area of Khan Jahan, so far as we know, is from Jhenidah
to Jessore, Satkhira, Khulna, Bagerhat, Barisal, Patuakhali,
Mymensingh and Dhaka. It is very interesting that though the
history of the man is not clearly known, his works are very
remarkable. The monuments and istes associated with the name of
Khan Jahan are as follow : 1. Singdaha Auliya Mosque, Jhenidah;
2. Satgaachiya Gayebana Mosque, Jhenidah; 3.Gorar Mosque,
Jhenidah; 4. Tomb of Garib Shah, Jessore, 5. Tomp of Burhanuddin
Shah, Jessore; 6. Shubharada Mosque, Abhoynagar, Jessore; 7.
Mosque of Arashnagar, Dumuriya, Khulna; 8. Masjidkur Mosque,
Koyra, Khulna; 9. Shait Gumbad Mosque, Bagerhat; 10. Tomb of
Khan Jahan, Bagerhat; 11. Tomb of pir Ali, Bagerhat; 12. Mosque
near the Tomb of Khan Jahan, Bagerhat; 13. Reza Khoda Mosque,
Bagerhat; 14. Nine Domed Mosque, Bagerhat; 15. Zinda Pir
comnplex, Bagerhat; 16. Rana Vijoypur Mosque, Bagerhat; 17.
Singar Mosque, Bagerhat; 18. Bibi Begni’s Mosque, Bagerhat; 19.
Chunakhola Mosque, Bagerhat; 20. Ten Domed Mosque, Bagerhat;
21. Kasba Mosque, Barisal; 22. Masjidbariya Mosque; Patuakhali;
23. Mosque of Ghagra, Mymenshingh and 24. A Mosque in Dhaka
city etc.

Thus the works associated with Khan Jahan cover a vast area of
southern Bangladesh. Khan Jahan is said to have built roads from
Jessore to Satkhira and from Jessore to Bagerhat through Murali
Kasba, Paygram kasba, Dighaliia and Senhati. He also made many
streets in Bagerhat. There are many tanks all over this area dug by
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himself or his followers. There was a gateway at that time created
after his name in Dhaka city. It was located in front of the above
mentioned mosque. Thus his area further extends to the east. It is
to be mentioned here that the monuments of Khan Jahan do not
contain any date of their construction.
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