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It was a town of red brick, or of brick
that would have been red if the smoke
and ashes had allowed it; but as matters
stood, it was a town of unnatural red and
black like the painted face of a savage.
It was a town of machinery and tall
chimneys, out of which interminable
serpents of smoke trailed themselves for
ever and ever, and never got uncoiled. It
had a black canal in it, and a river that
ran purple with ill-smelling dye, and vast
piles of building full of windows where
there was a rattling and a trembling all
day long, and where the piston of the
steam-engine worked monotonously up
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I shall strike you without anger

And without hate, like a butcher,

As Moses struck the rock!

And from your eyelids I shall make

The waters of suffering gush forth

To inundate my Sahara.
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My desire swollen with hope

Will float upon your salty tears

Like a vessel which puts to sea,
And in my heart that they’ll make drunk
Your beloved sobs will resound

Like a drum beating the charge!

Am I not a discord?
In the heavenly symphony,
Thanks to voracious Irony

Who shakes me and who bites me?

She’s in my voice, the termagant!
All my blood is her black poison!
I am the sinister mirror

In which the vixen looks.

I am the wound and the dagger!
I am the blow and the cheek!
I am the members and the wheel,

Victim and executioner!

I’m the vampire of my own heart
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— One of those utter derelicts
Condemned to eternal laughter,

But who can no longer smile!
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